
DNpage  25ADVERTISER’S SUPPLEMENT - IW E D N E S D A Y ,  D E C E M B E R  1 ,  2 0 2 1

THE ROMANIAN STATE

According to the Constitution, Romania is a sovereign 
and independent, unitary, and indivisible national 
state. Form of government: Republic.                             

The state is organized according to the principle of 
separation and balance of the powers: The Legislative, the 
Executive and the Judiciary, in the framework of constitutional 
democracy, guaranteed by the political pluralism.

The President of Romania represents the Romanian state and 
guarantees the national independence, unity, and territorial 
integrity of the country (5 years term). H.E. Klaus Werner 
Iohannis is the President of Romania since 22nd December 2014 
and was re-elected on 24th November 2019.

The Legislative power: The Parliament of Romania, (588 
members), is divided into two chambers: The Senate of Romania 
(176 members) and the Chamber of Deputies (412 members).

The Executive power: The Government of Romania, headed 
by the Prime Minister, is entrusted by the President of Romania 
with forming the Cabinet and with a Governance Program 
endorsed by Parliament through a vote of confidence.  Since 

25th November 2021 H. E. Nicolae Ciucã has been the Prime 
Minister of Romania. 

Judiciary: Independence guaranteed by the Superior Council 
of the Magistracy; judges are irremovable.

H.E. Bogdan Aurescu was appointed Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Romania on 4th November 2019.He also held the 
position of Minister of Foreign Affairs from November 2014 to 
November 2015. He is a career diplomat and holds the 
diplomatic rank of ambassador. 

Today, Romania is a modern European Union Country with a 
dynamic economy and excellent human potential, a country fully 
engaged in the European Union and the Euro-Atlantic 
community. Romania has been a member of NATO since 2004, 
and as of 1st of January 2007 a full member of the EU.

The landmarks of Romania's foreign policy are defined by the 
growth and use of our country's influence in the European 
Union and within NATO to achieve our common goals, as well 
as the development and deepening of the Strategic Partnership 
with the United States, while supporting and promoting 

democratic values security in the region and globally, strict 
compliance with international law and rule-based international 
order. Romania strongly supports effective multilateralism, a 
fact reconfirmed by diplomatic action this year.

Sustainable preparation for future challenges is a constant 
activity for Romanian diplomacy and a fundamental component 
of the process of reflection on adapting Romanian diplomacy to 
current trends. The moment we mark also gives us the 
opportunity to reconfirm Romania's full commitment to 
supporting efforts to strengthen international resilience in 
cooperation with like-minded partners

The lessons learned during the pandemic launched a long-
term process of institutional and societal adaptation, with the 
aim of increasing resilience to challenges of all kinds, the 
capacity to manage regional and global risks, threats, and 
challenges more effectively. We mark Romania's National Day by 
paying special attention to strengthening societal resilience in 
the face of the complex threats we face, out of the definite need 
to adapt to new realities.

On December 1st every year, 
Romanians around the world 
celebrate their National Day, also 
called the Great Union Day. One 

hundred and three years ago on 1st December 
1918, three weeks after Armistice Day, over 
100,000 representatives of Romanians living in 
the provinces of Transylvania, Banat and 
Maramures gathered in the ancient city of 
Alba Iulia, to solemnly proclaim their will to be 
reunited with Romanians living in the so-called 
Old Kingdom. A few months earlier, Romanians 
living between the Prut and Dniester Rivers, in 
what is now the Republic of Moldova, as well 
as those from Bucovina had freely stated the 

same aspiration, namely, to be reunited with 
the Motherland. Greater Romania was thus 
born and, for the first time in their history, 
Romanians from all historical territories united 
to live within the same borders.
The Romanian state was founded on the 
democratic principles of liberty, equality, 
democracy, and human rights.
The National Day is a special occasion to 
celebrate the memory of events and 
personalities that contributed to the 
achievement of national unity and the creation 
of modern Romania. The Anniversary is about 
freedom, about how an ideal can be fulfilled 
if the whole energy of a nation is channeled 

towards a common goal.
National Day is more than marking a historic 
moment, being primarily a symbol of our 
solidarity in the face of all the difficulties we 
have faced. Solidarity and determination 
reopened the road to democracy more than 
32 years ago, and the current challenges 
must urge us to strengthen the resilience of our 
democracy and the country as a whole.
The anniversary of Romania's National Day, 
marked again in a special context, urges the 
reaffirmation of our fundamental values, our 
attachment to democratic norms and values, 
the fundamental objective of consolidating 
Romania's resilience.

The diplomatic relations between 
Romania and Sri Lanka date back to the 
15th of September 1957. In 1963, 58 
years ago, Romania opened an Economic 

Office in Colombo in 1963 and this was upgraded 
to the Embassy level in 1976. Romania welcomes 
the decision of the Sri Lankan Government to 
open an embassy in Romania with a resident Sri 
Lankan ambassador. An Embassy of the 
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka in 
Bucharest would reflect the current level of 
bilateral relations, which has grown in recent 
years and will support the further enhance 
cooperation in investments, trade, education, 
tourism, labor, and other fields of mutual interest. 

Over these 64 years, Romania and Sri Lanka 
have faced complex historical challenges and 
now enjoy the valuable benefits of democratic 
development. 

Relations between Romania and Sri Lanka 
have always been warm and friendly. Romania 
and Sri Lanka have built a solid friendship based 
on mutual understanding and respect, as well as 
on their joint will to collaborate and assist each 
other as equal partners.

The Romanian side welcomes the revival in 
August this year of the Sri Lanka-Romania 
Parliamentary Friendship Association; in the Sri 
Lankan Parliament. We encourage the 
parliamentary dialogue which can play a 

particular role in deepening the friendly relations 
between our two countries.

There is still unexplored potential in the 
bilateral economic cooperation between our two 
countries in fields such as infrastructure 
development, oil and gas field, energy, railways 
sector, agriculture, wine, tea, and other sectors. 
Oil and gas, refineries, organic fertilizers, and 
pesticides manufactured by high tech 
biotechnology, are also fields in which Romania 
is ready to share its experience and expertise 
with Sri Lankan partners.

We highly value the excellent collaboration 
between the Universities of Peradeniya and 
Colombo with several universities from Romania, 

especially with Transylvania University of Brasov, 
and the Universities of Cluj Napoca, Oradea, Iasi 
and Baia Mare. Romania is ready to enhance the 
Erasmus plus program, to work alongside the Sri 
Lankan authorities to intensify the academic 
cooperation on a didactic and scientific level. 

Romania offers well-paid jobs to Sri Lankan 
skilled workers and by the end of this year 
another 3,000 Sri Lankan workers will be added 
to the more than 10,000 workers currently 
employed in Romania.

Tourist arrivals from Romania to this very 
beautiful country are increasing considerably.For 
Romanian tourists; Sri Lanka is one of the best 
destinations in this part of the world.

Bilateral relations

Official name: Romania 
Capital city: 
Bucharest (2,064 
million inhabitants). 
Full of history and 
culture, Bucharest, is 
even called “Little 
Paris’’

Area:  238,391 sq km

Land use: 61.7% (of which 39.5 
% arable land)

Forest:  28%

Other:  10.3%

Border length: 3,150 km

Neighboring countries: 
Bulgaria, Hungary, 
Republic of Moldavia, 
Serbia, Ukraine

Population: 22,171 million 
inhabitants with the 
permanent residence 
in Romania (January 
2019).

Ethnic structure: Romanians: 
88.9%, Hungarian 
(including Szecklers): 
6.5%, other: 4.6%.

 Our country's 
authorities strongly 
value the contribution 
of the persons 
belonging to national 
minorities to the 
development of the 
society. With almost 
20 national minorities 
living in Romania, the 
intercultural dialogue 
and education are, in 
our tradition, key 
features to achieving 
a peaceful and 
inclusive society.

Religious denominations: 
Christian Orthodox - 
86.7%; Roman - 
Catholic - 4.7%; 
Protestant - 3.2%; 
Greek - Catholic - 
0.9%, Evangelical - 
0.1%; Unitarian - 
0.3%; other religions - 
0.4%.

 At present, there are 
18 recognized 
religious 
denominations, and 
several religious 
associations 
functioning in 
Romania.

Administrative organization: 
42 counties, including 
Bucharest 
Municipality (320 
towns, 103 
municipalities, 2,860 
communes)

Form of government : Republic

Legislative body : Parliament 
(Senate and Chamber 
of Deputies)

Executive body : Government 
headed by Prime-
Minister (appointed 
by the President)

Currency : Romanian Leu 
(RON); fractional 
coin: ban; full 
convertibility

Local time : Eastern European 
Time, GMT+2 hours

National day : 1st December

GENERAL 
FACTS

The Romanian Parliament

H.E. Klaus Werner Iohannis
President of Romania

H.E. Nicolae-Ionel Ciucã
Prime Minister of Romania

H.E. Bogdan Aurescu
Minister of Foreign Affairs
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Free Lanka
Trading Co. (Pvt) Ltd.
Level 3, Prince Alfred Tower,
No.10, Alfred House Gardens,
Colombo-03, Sri Lanka.

Tel : +94 11 4523623

Greetings and best wishes to
The Government and People of

ROMANIA
On their National Day

DECEMBER 1st

1918

Romania is Central 
Europe’s second 
largest market. 
Romania boasts 
several real 
advantages:
 An excellent location, Romania is at 

the crossroads between EU, the 
Balkans and CIS countries, being 
crossed by pan-European 
transportation corridors: linking 
Western and Eastern Europe, 

Northern and Southern Europe and 
Danube River, facilitating inland 
water transportation, at the same time 
connecting the Romanian Port of 
Constanta (the biggest port to the 
Black Sea) to Northern Europe, 
through the Rhine at the crossroads of 
the main trade routes between 
Western Europe and Asia, between 
South Europe (the Mediterranean) 
and Northern Europe.

 Important river and sea navigation 
facilities: 

 Skilled labor, including highly trained 
specialists in the fields of technology, 
IT, and engineering.

 Important natural resources (oil, gas 
etc.) and vast fertile croplands.

 A huge tourism potential.
 Diversified industrial structure.

Before the COVID-19 crisis, Romania’s 
economy posted nine years of consecutive 
GDP growth at an estimated average rate 
exceeding 4%, a solid performance by 
any means. Since 2011, the growth rate 
was among the highest in the EU, spurred 
by private consumption and a recovery in 
investment. Romania managed to build a 
regional profile of trust and political and 
economic stability, a rather rare situation 
in the Black Sea region. The COVID-19 
pandemic had an abrupt impact on the 
Romanian health sector, businesses, 

labour market and households and led to 
a 3.9% GDP decline year-on-year in 2020. 
From the early stages of the outbreak, the 
government’s key focus was to contain 
the COVID-19 crisis and limit its health 
and economic consequences. At the same 
time, we continued working towards 
re-establishing a positive GDP trajectory 
by coordinated fiscal stimulus at the 
national and EU levels. 

The economic decline in 2020 was 
milder-than-anticipated, on the back of a 
strong rebound of industrial production 
and retail sales. The most affected 
sectors by the pandemic crisis were 
transport, hospitality, and agriculture. 
The construction industry was 

particularly resilient throughout last 
year and made a significant contribution 
to growth. Romanian economic growth 
is projected to recover strongly in 2021. 
As a result of the stimulus measures to 
support consumers and businesses, 
such as loan guarantees for SMEs, 
temporary moratoriums on loan 
servicing and technical unemployment 
schemes, we expect a 7% GDP growth 
this year. According to the projections 
of the main international financial 
institutions (IFIs), the stronger-than-
expected performance of the Romanian 
economy will lead to a 5% growth rate 
in 2022. The current projections are 
subject to a particularly high degree of 
uncertainty that affects all countries - 
related to the evolution of the health 
crisis, vaccination, global growth, and 
international trade. 

The GDP has already reached its pre-

crisis level in the first half of 2021, 
stimulated by a solid performance of 
exports and a return of business 
confidence. The strength of the recovery 
will depend on the pandemic dynamics 
[which have recently worsened 
dramatically], and on the policy response 
to the health crisis. In the longer term, 
much of Romania’s economic 
performance will be determined by the 
progress of projects financed under EU’s 
Recovery and Resilience Fund (RRF), 
which could provide an extra boost to 
domestic demand. Romania’s total 
allocation under RRF is € 29.2 billion. 
The funding will be used to carry out 
reforms and investments which will 
support the green and digital transitions, 
smart growth, health and resilience, and 
policies for the next generation, in line 
with EU’s vision to build a greener, more 
sustainable future.

Economy of Romania

Romania- Interesting facts and 
famous personalities

 At the point where the Danube, the 
second largest river in Europe, sheds 
its waters into the Black Sea, it forms 
the largest and best-preserved delta 
in Europe. Being enlisted as an 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, the 
Danube Delta has numerous 
freshwater lakes, marshes and narrow 
channels with abundant aquatic 
vegetation that forms a habitat for 
over 300 bird species and 45 
freshwater fish species.

 Every two years in Bucharest, the 
magic of the classical George Enescu 
music festival takes place and has now 
moved beyond the Romanian 
Athenaeum, the concert halls, 
enveloping Bucharest so that between 
the 1st to the 28th of September, the 
capital becomes “Creative Bucharest”, 
a magical space of creativity, value, 
music, and fine arts open to everyone. 

 The city of Timisoara in Romania is 
the birthplace of the horse tram and 
the electric streetlight. These 
inventions were first introduced in 
1869 and 1889 respectively.

 Romania is the birthplace to four 
Nobel Prize laureates: George Emil 
Palade (medicine), Elie Wiesel 
(peace), Herta Müller (literature) and 
Stefan Hell (chemistry).

 Francesco Illy, the founder of Illy 
Caffè, was born in Timisoara, Romania 
in 1892. He also invented the first 
automatic steam espresso coffee 
machine.

 The first ever perfect score of 10 in 
gymnastics was given to the Romanian 
gymnast Nadia Comaneci. She bagged 
the score five times at the Olympic 
Games held in Montreal, Canada in 
1976.

 The Romanian Mircea Tudor is the 
only inventor in the world who was 
twice awarded the highest distinction 
at the International Exhibition of 
Inventions of Geneva, for inventing 
Roboscan, the mobile scanner for 
trucks in 2009 and Roboscan M2 
Aeria, the first aircraft scanner ever 

created. The inventions are destined 
to identify smuggled goods or 
dangerous objects hidden in large 
vehicles and aircrafts.

 In July 2021, the Romanian robotics 
team AutoVortex won first place at 
the International Robotics 
Championship in Chicago. This is the 
first time in 30 years that a team 
outside the United States won this 

championship. The win for this 
Romanian high school team is the 
culmination of passion, hard work, 
and an appetite for innovation. 
AutoVortex robotics team, were the 
winners of the first prize and gold 
medals at the "FTC Russia 2021" - 
FIRST Tech Challenge international 
competition held in the Russian 
Federation in April 2021.

The Danube Delta

The Romanian Athenaeum
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The Grand Square (Piata Mare) Sibiu
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Warm greetings and best wishes to the 
president, the government and people of 

Romania on the occasion of the

National Day of 
ROMANIA
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Romania has an 
important 
ecclesiastic heritage 
hosting several 
villages with Fortified 
churches in 
Transylvania, 
churches in 
Moldavia and the 
Monastery of Horezu, 
all listed on the 
UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites. The 
seven Transylvanian 
villages, dominated 
by their fortified 
churches illustrate 
buildings raised by 
the Saxons from the 
13th to the 16th 
centuries. Inspired 
by Byzantine art, 
their paintings 
illustrate complete 
cycles of religious 
themes.

Moldavian churches were built from 
the late 15th century to the late 16th 
century; they are unique in Europe.

Peles Castle is a Neo-Renaissance 
castle in the Carpathian Mountains, near 
Sinaia, in Prahova County, on an existing 
medieval route linking Transylvania and 
Wallachia, built between 1873 and 1914. 
Its inauguration was held in 1883.

Carpathian Mountains – things 
to see and do

Old growth forests in Europe have 
become extremely scarce and the 
Carpathian Mountains represent the 
biggest unfragmented area of virgin 
forests in Europe. The area is also home 
to an extraordinary range of endemic 
species. Stretching through Romania, 
Slovakia, Ukraine, Hungary and Poland, 
the beautiful Carpathian Mountains are a 

paradise for hikers, mountaineers, and 
skiers alike. The mountains are also home 
to the largest populations of wolves, bears 
and lynxes as well as almost a third of all 
plant species found on the continent. 

The Carpathian Mountains cover 
approximately one fifth of Romania’s 
surface with most of it being covered by 
forests. The area is divided into three 
groups: Eastern Carpathians, Southern 
Carpathians, and Western Carpathians, 
together forming a semi-circle around the 
popular historical region of Transylvania. 

CheileNerei-Beusnita– it features the 
longest canyon in Romania. In certain 
areas, the walls are as high as 200 meters, 
dug into the mountain by the river and its 
affluents. Cheile Nerei-Beusnita is home 
to several stunning tourist attractions, 
such as the famous Bigar Waterfall and 
the Ochiul Beiului Lake, as well as the 
lesser known but no less beautiful 
landmarks such as Beusnita Waterfall, 
Devil’s Lake, and Saint Helen Cave. 

Domogled – ValeaCernei- The largest 
natural park in Romania, as well as one of 
the oldest. It got its status due to the 

large number of thermal springs, lakes, 
caves, and the more than 100 species of 
plants and animals that populate it. The 
whirling rivers of the park make it a 
perfect place for rafting enthusiasts and 
the strong flow of the water is bound to 
give you an adrenaline rush. The 
reservation is also a perfect spot for 
mountaineering, being dominated by 
mountains with steep walls

Romania's diverse natural landscapes 
offer numerous choices for exciting 
outdoor experiences. Travelers can walk 
through serene alpine meadows covered 
with scores of wildflowers, trek around 
glacial lakes, take in the lush-green 
scenery while horse riding or mountain 
biking, climb curious rock formations, 
photograph fossil traces of 15,000-year 
old cave-bear species, track gold eagles or 
other rare birds, study endangered flora, 
wander in the countryside, picnic in the 
fields, try your hand at traditional crafts, 
- or just relax in the home of a village 
family and sample wholesome, country 
fare with home-made wine and plum 
brandy.

Romanian Tourism

Peles Castle - Sinaia

Voronet Monastery
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Warm Greetings & best wishes to The 
President, The Government & People of 

Romania on the Occasion of the

National Day of

Summit Lanka (Pvt) Ltd.
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Summit Lanka Travels & Tours
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260/A, 1st Floor, I.D.H. Road, Kotikawatta,
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Tel:  +94 112 418 660, 117 393 220-23 
Mobile:  077 772 0377, Fax: +94 112 418 655
Hot Line: +94 773 401 675, +94 117 393 222, 
 (011) 347 484 6575 - (USA)
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 summitlankatravels@gmail.com
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Ticketing Agent, Visa Formalaties, Hotel 
Booking, In bound and out bound Tour, 

Exporters & Importers
www.serenyaglobal.com
info@serenyaglobal.com

Member (Human rights organization of Sri Lanka
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A Tour of Romania’s UNESCO World Heritage Sites

Churches of Moldavia

These eight churches of northern 
Moldavia, built from the late 15th century 
to the late 16th century, their external 
walls covered in fresco paintings, are 
masterpieces inspired by Byzantine art. 
They are authentic and particularly well 
preserved. Far from being mere wall 
decorations, the paintings form a 
systematic covering on all the facades 
and represent complete cycles of religious 
themes. Their exceptional composition, 
the elegance of the characters, and the 
harmony of the colours blend perfectly 
with the surrounding countryside. The 
interior and exterior walls of the Church 
of the Sucevita Monastery are entirely 
decorated with mural paintings of the 
16th century, and this church is the only 
one to show a representation of the 
ladder of St John Climacus.

Dacian Fortresses of the 
Orastie Mountains

Built in the 1st centuries B.C. and A.D. 
under Dacian rule, these fortresses show 
an unusual fusion of military and religious 
architectural techniques and concepts 
from the classical world and the late 
European Iron Age.

Historic Centre of 
Sighisoara

Founded by German craftsmen and 
merchants known as the Saxons of 
Transylvania, Sighisoara is a fine example 
of a small, fortified medieval town which 

played an important strategic and 
commercial role on the fringes of central 
Europe for several centuries.

Monastery of Horezu

Founded in 1690 by Prince Constantine 
Brancovan, the monastery of Horezu, in 
Walachia, is a masterpiece of the 
'Brancovan' style. It is known for its 
architectural purity and balance, the 
richness of its sculptural detail, the 
treatment of its religious compositions, 
its votive portraits, and its painted 
decorative works.

Villages with Fortified 
Churches in Transylvania

These Transylvanian villages with 
their fortified churches provide a vivid 
picture of the cultural landscape of 
southern Transylvania. The seven villages 
inscribed, founded by the Transylvanian 
Saxons, are characterized by a specific 
land-use system, settlement pattern and 
organization of the family farmstead that 
have been preserved since the late Middle 
Ages. They are dominated by their 
fortified churches, which illustrate 
building styles from the 13th to the 16th 
century.

Wooden Churches of 
Maramures

These eight churches are outstanding 
examples of a range of architectural 
solutions from different periods and 
areas. They show the variety of designs 
and craftsmanship adopted in these 
narrow, high, timber constructions with 

their characteristic tall, slim clock towers 
at the western end of the building

Rosia Montanã Mining 
Landscape

The rich gold deposits of Transylvania’s 
Apuseni Mountains have been known-
and mined-since pre-Roman antiquity.Its 
Prehistoric surface mining works, the 
extensive system of deep underground 
mines started by the Romans in the 2nd 
Century AD, extended further until 
recently in the 1970’s

Carpathian mountain – 
things to see and do

Old growth forests in Europe have 
become extremely scarce and the 
Carpathian Mountains represent the 
biggest unfragmented area of virgin 
forests in Europe. The area is also home 
to an extraordinary range of endemic 
species.Stretching through Romania, 
Slovakia, Ukraine, Hungary and Poland, 
the beautiful Carpathian Mountains are a 
paradise for hikers, mountaineers, and 
skiers alike. The mountains are also 
home to the largest populations of wolves, 
bears and lynxes as well as almost a third 
of all plant species found on the continent. 
The Romanian Carpathians are also 
home to the second-highest peak in the 
range, reaching over 8,300 feet.

The Carpathian Mountains cover 
approximately one fifth of Romania’s 
surface with most of it being covered by 
forests.The area is divided into three 
groups: Eastern Carpathians, Southern 

Carpathians, and Western Carpathians, 
together forming a semi-circle around the 
popular historical region of Transylvania. 
The Western Carpathian Mountains are 
also called the Mountains of the Sunset 
(Apuseni Mountains).

Throughout the ages, the Carpathian 
Mountains have played important roles 
in Romania's defence system. Several 
fortresses, castles, and fortified churches 
were strategically positioned on top of 
cliffs and hills to provide a better defence 
against invaders.Today, many of the 
fortresses and caves have been renovated 
and draw in thousands of tourists each 
year.

Out of the 14 national parks in 
Romania, 12 are located on or near the 
surface of the Carpathian Mountains. A 
few of which are:

Ceahlau Massif - one of the most 
beautiful mountains in Moldavia. In 
antiquity, the Dacians believed that their 
supreme deity, Zalmoxis, lived on top of 
the Ceahlãu Massif and that he turned 
the daughter of King Decebalus into the 
Dochia peak.

Cheile Nerei-Beusnita – it features 
the longest canyon in Romania. In certain 
areas, the walls are as high as 200 meters, 
dug into the mountain by the river and its 
affluents.  Cheile Nerei-Beusnita is home 
to several stunning tourist attractions, 
such as the famous Bigar Waterfall and 
the Ochiul Beiului Lake, as well as the 
lesser known but no less beautiful 
landmarks such as Beusnita Waterfall, 
Devil’s Lake, and Saint Helen Cave.

Domogled – Valea Cernei - The 
largest natural park in Romania, as well as 
one of the oldest. It got its status due to 
the large number of thermal springs, 
lakes, caves, and the more than 100 
species of plants and animals that 
populate it. The whirling rivers of the 
park make it a perfect place for rafting 
enthusiasts, and the strong flow of the 
water is bound to give you an adrenaline 
rush. The reservation is also a perfect 
spot for mountaineering, being dominated 
by mountains with steep walls.

Semenic – Cheile Carasului - offers 
over 100 km of hiking trails, and it is 
home to one of the largest semi-virgin 
forests in Europe, with some of the trees 
being more than 350 years old. Cheile 
Carasului are one of the most spectacular 
gorges in Romania, is a total length of 19 
km, with depths reaching more than 200 
m. Depending on the season, there are a 
lot of activities that can be done in the 
park. During the warmer seasons, it is 
used for hiking, mountain biking, 
mountaineering, cave exploring, 
swimming, or sunbathing, but during 
winter, the park is the perfect place for 
ski lovers. A wonderful way to explore 
the area is by taking a train ride on the 
Oravita-Anina route that connects 
Semenic – Cheile Carasului with Cheile 
Nerei – Beusita.

Romania's diverse natural landscapes 
offer numerous choices for exciting 
outdoor experiences. Travelers can walk 
through serene alpine meadows covered 
with scores of wildflowers, trek around 
glacial lakes, take in the lush-green 

scenery while horse riding or mountain 
biking, climb curious rock formations, 
photograph fossil traces of 15,000-year 
old cave-bear species, track gold eagles or 
other rare birds, study endangered flora, 
wander in the countryside, picnic in the 
fields, try your hand at traditional crafts, 
- or just relax in the home of a village 
family and sample wholesome, country 
fare with home-made wine and plum 
brandy.

Gen Z robotics team in 
Romania keeps winning 

global recognition
In July 2021, the Romanian robotics 

team AutoVortex won first place at the 
International Robotics Championship in 
Chicago. This is the first time in 30 years 
that a team outside the United States 
won this championship. The win for this 
Romanian high school team is the 
culmination of passion, hard work, and 
an appetite for innovation.

The Romanian robotics team finished 
second after the US in the international 
championship of the First Tech Challenge 
held in 2012. Since then, they have gone 
on to participate in competitions in the 
Netherlands, Germany, and France. In 
2016, AutoVortex won the gold medal at 
the robotics competition ‘’First Tech 
Challenge’’ held in South Korea. 

Foreign Minister Bogdan Aurescu 
felicitated the members of the Romanian 
robotics team AutoVortex, the winners of 
the first prize and  gold medals at the 
"FTC Russia 2021" - FIRST Tech 
Challenge international competition held 
in the Russian Federation in April 2021.

Aurescu congratulated the members of 
the Auto Vortex team - students aged 
between 13 and 18 - as well as their coach 
Ionut Valentin Panea, their mentors and 
their parents, both on their recent victory 
and for the series of international 
successes that the AutoVortex team has 
consistently recorded since its 
establishment in 2012
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